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IntroductionIntroduction

• NPDES Enforcement Branch

• NPDES Program Requirements

• What to Look For and Where to Find It

• How ADEM Monitors Compliance

• Common Compliance Issues

• Emerging/Other Issues
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NPDES Program 
Requirements

NPDES Program 
Requirements

• Effluent Limitations
• Monitoring Requirements

– Sample Collection 
– Sample Analysis

• Record Keeping
• Reporting Requirements

– DMRs
– MWPPs
– Groundwater Reports

• Best Management Practices (BMPs)
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What to Look For and 
Where to Find It

What to Look For and 
Where to Find It

• Permit (Please Read!)

– Cover Page
• Issuance Date
• Effective Date
• Expiration Date
• Outfalls



adem.alabama.gov

What to Look For and 
Where to Find It

What to Look For and 
Where to Find It

• Permit (continued)
– Limits Page(s)

• Discharge Description
• Pollutants
• Limitations (Seasonal, if applicable)
• Monitoring Frequency
• Sample Type
• Sample Location
• Footnotes





adem.alabama.gov

What to Look For and 
Where to Find It

What to Look For and 
Where to Find It

• Permit (continued)
– Part I

• Monitoring and Record Keeping
– Representative Sampling
– Measurement Frequency
– Testing Procedures
– Recording Results
– Record Retention

• Reporting
– Frequency
– Provided DMRs
– E-DMR

• Non-compliance Notification
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What to Look For and 
Where to Find It

What to Look For and 
Where to Find It

• Permit (continued)
– Part II

• Bypass Provisions
• Upset Provisions

– Part III
• Definitions

– Part IV – Additional Requirements
• Toxicity 
• BMP Requirements
• Stormwater Flow Measurements/Sampling
• Total Residual Chlorine Sampling
• Groundwater Monitoring Requirements
• Other
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What to Look For and 
Where to Find It

What to Look For and 
Where to Find It

• Federal Regulations (40 CFR)
• Self Developed Plans

– Best Management Practices (BMPs)
– Sludge Control

– Spill Prevention, Control and 
Countermeasures (SPCC)

– Pollution Abatement and/or Prevention (PAP)

– Total Toxic Organics (TTO)
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How ADEM Monitors 
Compliance

How ADEM Monitors 
Compliance

• Inspections
– CEI 

• Compliance Evaluation Inspection
• A Comprehensive Review of the Facility and On-

Site Records

– CSI 
• Compliance Sampling Inspection
• A CEI with Sample Collection and Analysis

– PAI 
• Performance Audit Inspection
• A Comprehensive Review of Laboratory Procedures
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How ADEM Monitors 
Compliance

How ADEM Monitors 
Compliance

• Records Review
– DMRs

– Annual Reports
– SSO Reports (Form 415)

– Non-Compliance Notifications (Form 421)
– Inspection Reports

– Enforcement History
– Compliance Schedule Reviews

– Other
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Common Compliance IssuesCommon Compliance Issues

• Effluent Violations
• DMR Errors
• Failure to Submit/Late Submittals
• Unpermitted Discharges
• Best Management Practices
• Failure to Monitor Properly
• Failure to Respond
• Failure to Comply with Orders
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Common Compliance IssuesCommon Compliance Issues

DescriptionCode

Below Detection LimitNODI=B

No DischargeNODI=C

Analysis Not ConductedNODI=E

Sampling Equipment FailureNODI=G

Monitoring is Conditional/Not RequiredNODI=9

Invalid TestNODI=H

• DMR Errors
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Common Compliance IssuesCommon Compliance Issues

• Failure to Submit/Late Submittals
– DMRs

– Complete Data

– Reports (MWPP, Groundwater, Stormwater 
Monitoring)

– Application for Permit Reissuance

– Non-Compliance Notifications (Form 421)
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Common Compliance IssuesCommon Compliance Issues

– Application for Permit Reissuance
• Due 180 Days Prior to Current Permit Expiration

• Application Received on Time – Permit is 
Administratively Extended

• Discharges after the Permit’s Expiration are Considered 
Unpermitted Discharges and Subject to Enforcement

• Contact the NPDES Permit Branch for Applicable 
Forms and Fees
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Common Compliance IssuesCommon Compliance Issues

• Unpermitted Discharges
– Discharging through Unpermitted Outfalls

– Discharging without a Permit

– Discharging an Unpermitted Pollutant of Concern

– Sanitary Sewer Overflows
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Common Compliance IssuesCommon Compliance Issues

– Sanitary Sewer Overflow
• Report Correctly

– Notify ADEM within 24 Hours (334-274-4200)
– Submit Form 415 within 5 Days
– Notify the Public and County Health Department

• Cleanup and Disinfect Area
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Common Compliance IssuesCommon Compliance Issues

• BMPs
– Spill 

Prevention
– Regular 

Maintenance

– General 
Housekeeping
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Common Compliance IssuesCommon Compliance Issues

• Failure to Monitor Properly
– Frequency
– Sample Type

• Failure to Respond
– Warning Letter
– NOV
– Draft Orders

• Failure to Comply with Orders
– Compliance Date
– Stipulated Penalties
– Engineering Report Implementation
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Emerging/Other IssuesEmerging/Other Issues

• Raw Sewage Overflow Right to Know Act
– Passed the U.S. House June 23, 2008

– Possible Requirements 

• 3rd Party Litigation

• EPA Oversight
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